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About the Pacific Dance Fono

The Pacific Dance Fono is an annual event delivered in partnership with Dance Aotearoa New Zealand (DANZ) and Pacific Dance New Zealand.

The first Fono was held in 2006 as a forum for Pacific dance practitioners to gather, network and discuss dance issues unique to Pacific people in New Zealand.

Since then the event grew and encompassed three major components: choreographic labs, involvement of a guest choreographer, and dance classes for the public in various Pacific dance forms.

In 2011, the fifth fono, it once again became an entity on its own and is purely a discussion format event running for the first time during the Pasifika Festival week of activities.
About this year’s Fono

This year’s fono offers an exciting line-up of speakers and performances by both local groups and the international group, Mana Maoli Collective (Hawai’i).

The theme is “Casting the Net” and points to the metaphor of Pacific dance practitioners (dancers, choreographers and directors) casting their collective net(s) out and seeing what is returned in the form of an idea, a perspective, a connection or inspiration.

Check our website for more information on our speakers, at – www.pacificdance.co.nz.

Please find below our programme for the day…
Pacific Dance Fono 2011

Programme
1.00pm            Powhiri and Welcome – Prof Dr Charles Royal

1.20pm            Performance – Mana Maoli Collective 

1.30pm            Keola Nakanishi and Mehana Hind 

2.00pm            Panel 1 – International Profile
Panellists: Makerita Urale, Moss Paterson, Tupe Lualua

3.00pm            Afternoon Tea + Performance 

(University of Auckland Samoan Students Association)

3.15pm            Panel 2 – Sustaining heritage Pacific dance
Panellists: Sene Falakoa, Keneti Muaiava, John Kiria 

4.15pm            Panel 3 – Emerging voices in Pacific dance
Panellists: John Purcell Puleitu, Aruna Po-Ching, Victor Vitaliano 

5:15pm            Networking + Performance 

(University of Auckland Fijian Students Association)

5:45pm            Mana Maoli Collective hula performance

6:10pm            Closing - Walter Fraser
